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OSHA Standard 1926 Subpart L provides the construction industry guidelines
for Scaffolds.

Mobile scaffolds are a type of supported scaffold set on wheels or casters. They are designed to be 
easily moved and are commonly used for things like painting, plastering, drywall installation, or other 
jobs where workers must frequently change position.

➢ Narrow frame scaffolds, also known as Baker/Perry style scaffolds, have wheels and are often used 
as mobile scaffolds with the end frame measuring 3 feet or less in width.

➢ Due to their versatility, mobile scaffolds can be used instead
of ladders because they allow workers to maintain their
balance and work more easily from the platform.

➢ Scaffolds can often be a safer choice than ladders.

Common hazards that workers must be aware 
of when using mobile scaffolds include:

• Falls from an elevated level

• Tip-overs

• Electric shocks

• Structural failures (collapse)

• Falling objects
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Even though mobile scaffolds may be smaller than other types of 
scaffolding systems, falling object protection is still required.

➢ To protect employees from falling hand tools, debris, and other 
small objects, falling object protection is required on or around 
the scaffold.

➢ Heavier objects on the mobile scaffold must be moved away from 
the edge and secured to prevent falling.

➢ Workers on scaffolds must wear hard hats.

OSHA Standard 1926.451(h)(1) In addition to wearing hardhats each employee on a scaffold shall be provided with
additional protection from falling hand tools, debris, and other small objects through the installation of toeboards,
screens, or guardrail systems, or through the erection of debris nets, catch platforms, or canopy structures that
contain or deflect the falling objects.

Conduct a pre-operation inspection to verify that the mobile scaffold 
is assembled correctly and that all of the scaffold components are 
functioning properly.

➢ Never use a mobile scaffold if it is incomplete, broken, or has 
missing or ill-fitting parts which need replacement.

➢ Before work begins, also assess the work area, the job site 
conditions, and review the work to be performed.

0002704
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OSHA Standard 1926.452(w)(1) Scaffolds shall be braced by cross, horizontal, or diagonal braces, or combination
thereof, to prevent racking or collapse of the scaffold and to secure vertical members together laterally so as to
automatically square and align the vertical members.

Keeping the mobile scaffold stable and secure is critically important to worker safety.

➢ Mobile scaffolds in use must be plumb, level, and squared. All brace connections must be secured.

➢ If the mobile scaffold must be leveled, use screw jacks or the equivalent.

➢ Lock scaffold wheels with positive wheel and/or wheel and swivel locks to prevent movement while 
in use.

➢ Platforms must not extend outward beyond 
the base supports of the mobile scaffold 
unless outrigger frames or equivalent 
devices are used to ensure stability.

➢ If outriggers are installed, deploy installed 
outriggers on both sides of the scaffold. All 
locking pins must be engaged before using 
the scaffold.

➢ Always follow the manufacturer’s allowable 
load for the casters, scaffold components 
and platforms, along with recommended 
bracing to ensure a rigid and structurally 
sound scaffold.
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OSHA Standard 1926.452(w)(5) Scaffolds shall be stabilized to prevent
tipping during movement.

Power systems used to propel mobile scaffolds must be specifically designed for that use.

➢ Do not use a forklift, a truck, other motor vehicles, or an add-on motor to propel a mobile scaffold 
(unless the scaffold in use is specifically designed for such propulsion systems).

➢ If workers are manually moving the mobile scaffold the 
force applied should be as close to the base of the scaffold 
as possible, but definitely not more that 5 feet above the 
supporting surface.

Safety precautions for mobile scaffolds:

➢ Do not stand on the guardrail of the mobile scaffold or stand 
on any other items placed on the scaffold (like stepladders, 
buckets, boxes, etc.) to gain additional height.

➢ As much as possible, keep the platform free from tripping 
hazards like hand tools, equipment, and extra materials.

➢ Use guardrails which include top rails, midrails, and toe 
boards, or fall protection at working platform heights of 10 
feet or higher.

➢ Stay at least 10 feet away from energized power lines.
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OSHA Standard 1926.452(w)(10) Before a scaffold is moved, each
employee on the scaffold shall be made aware of the move.

The best thing about a mobile scaffold is the versatility and ease of movement. Unlike ladders, mobile 
scaffolds can be moved while workers are standing on the platform, if the move is conducted safely.

➢ Only move a mobile scaffold if the workers standing on 
the platform are aware and ready for the movement to 
happen.

➢ When moved, the scaffold must remain on level ground 
(or within 3 degrees of level) and the area must not have 
any pits, holes, or obstructions.

➢ If a power system is being used to move the mobile 
scaffold, the propelling force should be applied directly 
to the wheels and should not produce a speed in excess 
of 1 foot per second.

➢ During mobile scaffold movement, no worker can be on 
any part of the scaffold which extends beyond the 
wheels, casters, or other supports.

➢ Workers on the mobile scaffold must not attempt to 
move the scaffold by pulling from one location to 
another while standing on the platform.

Image: NIOSH/John Rekus/eLCOSH.org
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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• 0002377 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com

• 0002379 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com

• 0002704 Shutterstock License for Weeklysafety.com

• 0002773 NIOSH/John Rekus/eLCOSH.org; https://elcosh.org/image/349/i000075/75.html

• OSHA Fact Sheet 3722 Narrow Frame Scaffolds; osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3722.pdf
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