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According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics,
in recent years, more than 200 workers die
annually as a result of fires and explosions.
Workers need to recognize potential fire hazards
and take every safety precaution to avoid
potentially deadly situations on their job sites.

The information in this topic can help workers
prevent fires that could lead to property damage,
serious injuries, or worse.
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Article by The Denver Post at
denverpost.com. Original article
http://dpo.st/1LaaGn5 (*1)
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➢ Fire prevention is each worker’s responsibility!

➢ Be alert to your activities and avoid creating fire hazards.

➢ Only smoke in designated areas.
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OSHA Standard 1926.152(g)(8) says that there shall be no smoking or
open flames in the areas used for fueling, servicing fuel systems for
internal combustion engines, receiving or dispensing of flammable
liquids. And 1926.152(g)(9) says that conspicuous and legible signs
prohibiting smoking shall be posted.

Sample safety signs. (*2)
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➢ Know where fire extinguishers are located at your
work site.

➢ Report any missing, damaged, or spent fire
extinguishers immediately.

➢ Never attempt to use a fire extinguisher unless you
have been trained to do so!

Be familiar with the parts of a fire extinguisher and how to
tell if it has been discharged. Many fire extinguishers have a
pressure gauge showing if it is charged or used. (*3)
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OSHA Standard 1926.150(a)(1) The employer shall be
responsible for the development of a fire protection program
to be followed throughout all phases of the construction and
demolition work, and he shall provide for the firefighting
equipment as specified in this subpart. As fire hazards occur,
there shall be no delay in providing the necessary equipment.

Example fire extinguisher. (*4)



© Weeklysafety.com, LLC 4

➢ Always use the correct containers for using, storing, or transporting fuel.
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Example “safety can”
from OSHA’s website. (*6)

Various examples of metal fuel “safety cans” from online retailer – www.lowes.com. (*7)

Example flammable liquids cabinet
from OSHA’s website. (*5)

Various examples of plastic fuel containers. Check with your supervisor for what
types are approved on your work site. (*8)
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Fire at a construction site. (*9)

Remember these tips to improve fire
prevention and worker safety:

➢ Fire prevention is each worker’s
responsibility!

➢ Be alert to your activities and
avoid creating fire hazards.

➢ Never attempt to use a fire
extinguisher unless you have
been trained to do so!

➢ Know where fire extinguishers are
located at your work site.

➢ Be familiar with the parts of a fire
extinguisher and how to tell if it
has been discharged.

➢ Always use the correct containers
for using, storing, or transporting
fuel.

➢ Only smoke in designated areas.

➢ Report any missing, damaged, or 
spent fire extinguishers 
immediately.

➢ Report any fires or possible fires
immediately!

(*10) (*11)
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COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
This material is the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC. Purchase of this material from Weeklysafety.com, LLC grants the owner the right to use this material for workplace safety
and education purposes only. Use of this material for any other purpose, particularly commercial use, is prohibited. This material, including the photos, may not be resold.
Weeklysafety.com, LLC does not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process
disclosed in these materials. Photos shown in this presentation may depict situations that are not in compliance with applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety
requirements. These materials are meant for informational purposes only and it is not the intent of Weeklysafety.com, LLC to provide compliance-based training. The intent is more to
address hazard awareness in the construction and related industries, and to recognize the potential hazards present in many workplaces. These materials are intended to discuss Federal
Regulations only, as individual State requirements may be more stringent. Many states operate their own state OSHA and may have standards that are different from information presented
in this training. It is the responsibility of the employer and its employees to comply with all pertinent OSHA safety rules and regulations in the jurisdiction in which they work.

PHOTO ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Unless specified below, all photos are the copyrighted property of Weeklysafety.com, LLC and may not be used in 
any other training materials or resold for any purpose.

For more information on this weekly safety topic, other topics that are available and the full list of FAQs please visit
www.weeklysafety.com or email safety@weeklysafety.com.
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